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From the Mayor’s Desk . . .

The 2014 holidays are now a distant memory and | hope that you and your
family enjoyed a safe, happy and healthy holiday season. One of the
highlights for me was the annual Countryside Christmas Party, sponsored by
the City and CBA, held for the children of Countryside. As usual, there was a
large, enthusiastic crowd and a great time was had by all. It is such a joyful
tradition. | look forward to it all year and | know that the kids do too.

Well, it is clear that the IDOT project going on at the intersection of LaGrange
and Joliet roads, will not finish on schedule. We recently heard from IDOT
that the revised deadline is July of 2015. While we are all disappointed in the
IDOT delay, the lane configuration has been temporarily put back to the original traffic flow until
construction starts up in the spring.

The City Council has agreed to the sale of the UpCOlﬂing Meetings

property next to McDonald’s to Lil’ Kickers, a junior
soccer league currently located in McCook. There will January
also be some retail space included and the details are 6 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m
currently being hammered out. That land has been 6 Plan/ZBA Commission 7:15 p.m
vacant for quite some time and it is good to be 13 Countryside Women’s Club 7:00 p.m
moving forward. 14 City Council 7:30 p.m
20 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m
I am happy to be able to end my comments on a very 21 Flagg Creek Admin. Board 7:00 p.m
positive note. The City Council met on December 10, 26 Aging Well 7:00 p.m
2014 and unanimously agreed to abate any and all 28 City Council 7:30 p.m
Countryside City real estate taxes for 2015. That is
good news for all the property owners in February
Countryside. 3 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m
3 Plan/ZBA Commission 7:15 p.m
Do not hesitate to contact me via email or phone and 10 Countryside Women’s Club 7:00 p.m
let me know what you think (good, or not so good). | 11 City Council 7:30 p.m
have enjoyed all of the comments that residents and 17 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m
businesses have sent me recently and your opinion is 18 Flagg Creek Admin. Board 7:00 p.m
important to me. We all on the City Council work for 23 Aging Well 7:00 p.m
you, the residents of Countryside. My direct line is 25 City Council 7:30 p.m
(708) 485-2050 and my email address s
ekrzeminski@countryside-il.org. March
3 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m.
Stay safe throughout the remainder of the winter. 3 Plan/ZBA Commission 7:15 p.m.
10 Countryside Women'’s Club 7:00 p.m.
Mayor Ed Krzeminski 10 Fire & Police Commission 5:30 p.m.
11 City Council 7:30 p.m.
y 17 Senior Citizens Club 6:30 p.m.
_\_ 7 /_7, 18 Flagg Creek Admin. Board 7:00 p.m
o~ G NN ; N 23 Aging Well 7:00 p.m
@ {.\‘) ".\\_ W"] \‘ / (‘\\) 25 City Council 7:30 p.m
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Ward Reports

WARD 1
Alderman James Jasinski (708) 828-3563 jjasinski@countryside-il.org
Alderman Robert Pondelicek (708) 354-5001 bpondelicek@countryside-il.org

€ The City Council recently approved a Redevelopment Agreement with Countryside Partners, LLC
for the development of Lot 3B in the City Center. Keep your eyes open for the new Chick-Fil-A
restaurant that will be built in 2015. We are very excited to bring this development forward.

€ The City Council approved a Redevelopment Agreement with Lil’ Kickers LLC for the development
of the previous hotel site at 5631 S. LaGrange Road. Lil’ Kickers is an outstanding program that
offers soccer for kids along with integrating important child development into the program. The
21,000 sf. facility will also be coupled with retail spaces. This facility is tentatively scheduled to
open in September 2015.

& The following local road work was completed as a part of the City’s resurfacing program: the
alley east of LaGrange Road from 55th Street to Bobolink.

€ 56th Street (LaGrange to East Avenue) will be included in the Fiscal Year 2016 budget for a
drainage project.

€ 9th Avenue (57th Street to 56th Street) will be included in the paving plan for Fiscal Year 2016.

WARD 2
Alderman Karen Michalczyk (708) 917-2573 kmichalczyk@countryside-il.org
Alderman John Von Drasek (708) 482-7663 jvondrasek@countryside-il.org

€ Tony’s Fresh Market officially opened for business on November 19th! Ward 2 residents, along
with many other area residents are pleased to have such an upscale beautiful grocery store once
again in our area. Please be sure to stop by and visit this long awaited gem.

The storm drain near Parkside and Crestview was cleaned.

Hillsdale Road from Lorraine Drive to Sunset Avenue and Stalford Road from Joliet Road to the
east limit will be included in the paving plan for Fiscal Year 2016.

& Parkside Avenue will be included in the Fiscal Year 2016 budget for a drainage project.

*
*

WARD 3
Alderman Sean McDermott (708) 354-2350 smcdermott@countryside-il.org
Alderman Scott Musillami (708) 334-5803 smusillami@countryside-il.org

€ The alley west of LaGrange Road (55th Street to Plainfield Road) was completed as a part of the
City’s Street and Alley Resurfacing Program.

Blackstone Avenue, Peck Avenue and 61st Place will be included in the Fiscal Year 2016 budget
for drainage projects.

Please remember that you can walk your dog in Countryside Park from December 1 through
March 1.

There recently have been coyote sightings in Ward 3. Please make sure that you watch your small
pets.

* o o

Happy Holidays to-ouwr residents and their families
and for o healthy and successful 2015!
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Police Updates

Back for 2015 ... Citizen’s Police Academy

{?om\ The Countryside Police Department is offering it’s 4th Citizen’s Police Academy.
b

Classes begin January 13, 2015. There are still a few seats left, so interested
residents and business owners are encouraged to enroll. This program provides
insight into law enforcement techniques and classes are geared toward assisting
citizens in understanding laws and police practices within our City. The program
lasts 12 weeks and is no cost to attend. For additional information, please visit
our website or contact the police department at 708-485-4018 or
police@countrysidepolice.org.

Calling 911 from a Cell Phone

When you call 911 from a cell phone, your call may land in a dispatch center that is out of the
area. This is because your cell phone searches for your carrier’s nearest tower. This tower may be out
of our jurisdiction. When calling 911 from a land line, an address is associated with the call and the call
is automatically directed to the correct Public Safety Answering Point, (PSAP) or 911 center. When
calling 911 for police services just indicate your city, address, and reason for calling. When calling 911
for the services of the fire department, i.e. fire or medical assistance, tell the dispatcher you are in the
Pleasantview Fire Protection District so you are transferred directly to their dispatch center. If you
have any questions regarding this information please contact us at our non-emergency number (708)
352-2171 and press # 0.

Safe Driving Reminder

While everyone is busy making resolutions and celebrating the New Year with
family and friends, the Countryside Police Department would like to remind our
residents to keep safety on their to-do lists. Not just during the holidays, but
throughout the year, two of our most common complaints are speeding and stop
sign violations. These two violations are also the primary cause of crashes in
Countryside. In a joint effort to keep our neighborhoods safe, please be aware of
posted speed limits and obey all stop signs. Keep an eye out for the speed sign
as our officers continue to monitor and assess areas with a higher incidence of
these violations.

CRASH STATISTICS
(August - December 4, 2014)

Total Crashes: 195
Injury Crashes: 26
Total Injured: 33
Fatal Crashes: 0
Total Fatalities: 0
Commercial Vehicle Crashes: 10
Property Damage Crashes: 169
Private Property Crashes: 67
Reports by Month

Number of Crashes
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City Property Tax Levy Drops Again for 201 5!
For many years leading up to the great recession of 2008, Countryside always p
took pride as one of the few municipalities in the Chicago area that did not
levy a property tax upon its residents and businesses. Unfortunately, once

the recession hit the City was not immune to the economic effects and ‘

suffered some significant reductions in its sales tax revenue base. D

For five years after the start of the 2008 recession, the City had to make some 5V
very difficult decisions. On one hand there was a strong desire among

elected officials to keep the long standing tradition of not levying a property tax. On the other hand,
there was the realization that in order to stay financially strong and maintain a high credit rating during
the difficult economic times, it was necessary to find a supplement for the reduction in sales tax.

Elected officials decided that the financially prudent thing to do was to levy a property tax only in order
to pay debt service on one of its bond issues. It is important to note though that even during good
economic times, a typical municipality levies a property tax not only to pay debt service, but also to
fund normal operating expenses and make required annual pension contributions. The City of
Countryside believed that a minimal property tax levy used only to pay for debt service on one of its
bond issues was a good compromise.

As you drive around town, you may notice some new businesses, especially along or by the Joliet/
LaGrange Road area. This business growth is the result of keen foresight by elected officials and has
resulted in the City realizing significant financial benefits. In order to pass on these benefits, last year
elected officials reduced the property tax levy 85% from approximately $1 million to only $150,000.
Because of the continued success and business growth in the area, elected officials are pleased to
announce that the municipal portion of property tax levy for next year will be eliminated!

City Refinances General Obligation Bonds For Big Savings!

In calendar year 2008, the City issued general obligation bonds totaling approximately $18 million to
finance the purchase of several parcels of land which are now redeveloped and part of the City Center
along the Joliet and LaGrange Roads. The originally issued bonds mature over a thirty year period.

Recently, interest rates have dropped low enough that it has been determined that a partial refinancing
of these bonds will result in a savings to the City and its taxpayers at an estimated $1.5 million dollars
over the remaining life of the bonds. The bond refinancing process is similar to what a homeowner
would typically do when refinancing a mortgage. New bonds having lower interest rates will be issued
and the old bonds at higher interest rates will eventually be “called” in and paid (legal defeasance).

One of the primary reasons that the City was able to obtain lower interest rates on the existing bonds
is due to its high Aa2 credit rating. Prior to the issuance of new bonds, the City obtained a new credit
rating from Moody’s Investor Service and it reaffirmed the City’s Aa2 rating. The continued high rating
is largely the result of ample reserve levels, a strong retail base, and stabilization of the overall tax
base.

Joliet & LaGrange Intersection

The lllinois Department of Transportation “IDOT” has jurisdiction of the
intersection at Joliet and LaGrange roads. Improvements to this intersection
including dual left turn lanes on northbound and southbound LaGrange road
began this summer. This State project will greatly improve traffic flow and
safety at one of the City’s busiest intersections. Unfortunately, IDOT notified the
City that their project scheduled to be completed in November, 2014 will not be
completed until July, 2015. They are putting the intersection back to its original configuration for the
winter. They will continue installation of the traffic signals and electrical work through the winter.
However, the medians, dual left turn lanes and paving cannot be completed until the asphalt plants
open in the spring. The City realizes this construction is causing delays and is an inconvenience to our
residents and businesses but please be aware that we have no jurisdiction over this project. We will
continue to monitor the progress and assist IDOT if needed to move this project along. Your patience
is appreciated.
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Water Committee
DECISION PENDING ON 2015 WATER RATES

The City of Countryside indirectly purchases its water from the City of Chicago via the Village of
McCook. In 2011, the Village of McCook notified the City of Countryside that Chicago planned four
consecutive annual water rate increases on January 1% as shown on the chart:

During the last three years, the Village of McCook

SR . Chicago McCook Increase to

has passed through the entire increase they received o =
) X o Year % Increase Count;ﬁgsnde

from the City of Chicago plus an additional
administrative fee. For calendar year 2015, the | 1/1/12 25% $.56/thousand gallons
Village of McCook passed through the entire City of | 1/1/13 15% $.42/thousand gallons
Cg(ijc_:ta_go ilncre$a3e5/c;1; $.49/(tjhousa:1|d gallofns pIusthan 1/1/14 15% $.48/thousand gallons
additiona . ousan gallons or other
administrative costs. The City’s Water Committee 1/1/15 15% $.54/thousand gallons

has met and will provide their recommendations to City Council in January on how much of the 2015
McCook increase should be passed through to its customers.

After the new Countryside water rate is determined, it will take affect with water usage starting on
January 1, 2015. Notification of the new rate will be provided via the City’s website and on the water
bills mailed out in January (for December usage).

If you have any questions about the new water rates, please contact the City’s Finance Department at
(708) 354-7270.

Water Department X
Water Main Break Notification Procedures ,

If a break occurs during normal waking hours, City staff will generally attempt to notify the affected
homes and businesses in person. However, if the break affects a large number of properties, a
“Reverse 911”7 call will be initiated. If the break occurs after 10pm, the Water Department will make
repairs and generally request a “Reverse 911" call in the morning (5am) if repairs are not complete.

The Reverse 911 system is an important tool for notifying residents of problems or conditions. It is
important to remember that Reverse 911 calls go only to “listed” phone numbers. If you have an
unlisted phone number and want to be added to the call list, contact the police non-emergency number
at (708) 352-2171.

Help Keep Fire Hydrants Clear of Snow

It is important to remind our residents the significance of keeping the City’s fire
hydrants free and accessible. The City asks that you help to keep fire hydrants
accessible for firefighting operations by keeping space clear around sides of the
hydrant as you do your shoveling or snow blowing. With 446 fire hydrants in
Countryside, it is not possible for the City’s employees to clear them all after a major
snow storm when the priority is snowplowing the roads.

If you notice a damaged or leaking fire hydrant, please call the Public Works
Department at (708) 354-3390.

Sump Pump Discharge

Winter is here and with that comes ice. City code prohibits sump pumps and downspouts from
discharging into the street since the water freezes and creates hazardous situations. The ice can also
create a dam that prevents melting snow from reaching the storm sewers. Please take a moment to
ensure that your sump pump and downspouts are in compliance. City Code section 7-7-5 states that
sump pumps and downspouts shall discharge the water at least 25 feet from the front or rear property
line and at least 15 feet from the side property line.

If you are unsure about your property, please feel free to contact the Community Development
Department at (708) 354-1860 and we can assist you.
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ECONOMIC DEVEI

CONTINENTAL GROUP Y

HONDA

Continental Nissan will be building a brand new facility on the north end of their
parking lot located at 5750 LaGrange road. The business will remain open during the
construction which is scheduled to begin in the spring. The new state of the art
facility will increase their footprint by approximately 30%. The old facility will be
demolished once the new facility is ready for occupancy.

The City is also in the process of negotiating a TIF redevelopment agreement with
Continental Honda. They began considering improvements to their dealership
located at 5901 LaGrange Road after storm damage to the facade and roof. The
discussion with Honda expanded to improve the facility overall. The improvements
will include all aspects of Honda’s new Generation Ill prototype including showroom
tile, furniture, salesmen partitions, signage, new bathrooms and a brand new
customer waiting area. Collectively, the Continental Group will be investing

AP PIroXiind bO ITl DTl 1 O DWI [ [ c 0 CC (1€ 0lq UEencc

Sales Tax Continues to Improve
5631 LAGRANGE ROAD IS NEXT TO BE DEVELOPED | Economic Development has been a top priority the
last several years, as historically sales tax has paid
the bills in Countryside. However, in 2010 a
property tax was levied to pay the debt service on
bonds issued to assemble property which is now
known as the City Center. Alderman
McDermott, Chairman of the Economic
Development Committee said, “The
City Council is committed to
eliminating the levy when it is fiscally
responsible to do so.” Well, that time has
come. The City is in sound financial shape. As
The City Council approved a redevelopment agreement “RDA” | development continues to occur in the City Center
with Lil’ Kickers LLC for the development of the parcel located | and elsewhere, sales taxes are projected to
at 5631 LaGrange Road. The RDA includes construction of a [ increase thereby allowing a reduction in property
21,000 sf. early childhood learning facility called Lil’ Kickers and [ taxes. Next year, the City is expecting another 3%
apprOXimater 9,000 sf. of retail space. A 2,000 sf. winter increase in our sales tax with the opening of
garden area is the focal point of the entrance. The tenant mix Tony's Fresh Market as well as the other
should be finalized in the first quarter of 2015 with Lil’ Kickers
scheduled to open in September.

developments noted on this page. Sales tax
collections pay for approximately 70% of the City’s
Actual : Projected general oper.ations incIuQing police prlotection,
2012 2015 streets & highways, building & zoning and
Sales Tax administration. Supporting our local businesses will
help us to continue providing top quality services

Collections 7,544,248 8,087,549 8,164,000 8,400,000
Property Tax . .
Levied 1,474,828J] 973,796} 150,000 -J with no property tax levy. Shop Countryside!
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OPMENT UPDATE

Tony’s Finer Foods opened their 12" store on the 12" of November in Countryside. They completely
renovated the building including new ceramic tile, upgraded refrigeration units, all new check-out
equipment and new fixtures. The store dedicates a section to organic and gluten free foods. Their deli
counter which stretches the length of the store has many meats and cheeses you can’t find at other
grocers. Owner, Tony Ingraffia said, “We like to cater to the ethnic groups in the area”. So, if you are looking
for octopus salad, barscz [Ukranian borscht], pyszne kielbaski [BBQ Polish sausage], baklava [Greek pastry],
or juusto [Scandinavian baked cheese] you know where to find it. Tony’s will not only be a favorite shopping
stop for people who live in the area, it is sure to be a favorite for those who work in the area. They have a
comfortable seating area surrounded by a fresh salad bar, hot soup bar, fresh sushi station, gelato bar,
fresh squeezed juice bar and bakery. If you haven’t had time to check it out, now’s the time!

CITY CENTER
UPDATE

The City Council approved a redevelopment agreement
with Countryside Partners, LLC for the development of
the last lot in the City Center. The agreement requires
the developer to do the site work and construct a
Chick-fil-A “CFA” restaurant. CFA has been interested
in the City Center since its inception. We are happy to
report that a revised site plan with a slightly smaller
footprint and a double drive-thru has sealed the deal.
CFA plans to begin construction in late spring with a
planned opening in the fall. This CFA footprint will be
unique to Countryside but still include the indoor play
area for kids and the same great food.
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City Services

Driveway Apron Snow Removal: Senior
citizens and disabled Countryside residents may
sign up each year to have their driveway aprons
plowed if more than 2-inches of snow falls. This
removal will be done only after all City streets
are cleared. The City is not responsible for any
driveway damage. To receive this service,
please call the City Clerk’s office.

Selling Your Home or Business: All property
sales in Countryside require a pre-sale
inspection and the following information:

& A completed Real Estate Property
Transfer Declaration form:;

& A final water meter read;

& A paid sewer receipt.

The cost of the stamp is $50 (no personal
checks), and is the responsibility of the seller.

For more information about these services,
please contact the Clerk’s office at (708) 354-
7270. Forms are also available on our
website.

Don’t forget to disconnect any hoses that
may have been connected to outside spigots
to prevent frozen pipes.

Owners of vacant properties should be
reminded to have enough heat in their
buildings to keep pipes from freezing.

Speak Out!

Full Name:

Welcome to Countryside

AFC Sushi
6704 S. Joliet Rd. (insideTony’s Fresh Market)
Sushi take-out

Countryside Animal Hospital
6555 S. Willow Springs Rd.
Veterinary clinic

Econo Trading Company
5314 S. East Avenue
Distributor of hardware

J. Nails
5432 S. LaGrange Rd.
Nails & spa

Jamm Construction
5504 S. Brainard Ave.
General contractor

MGR Freight System, Inc.
500 W. Plainfield Rd.
Trucking company

Mattress Firm
9900 W. Joliet Rd.

Bedding products ~
Tony’s Fresh Market %
6704 Joliet Rd.

Supermarket 0 0/.

U.S. Bank National Association
450 W. 55th Street
Financial Institution

Z Tech of Countryside
450 W. 55th St.
Aftermarket auto accessories

“Speak Out” provides a way in which YOU can communicate with the City of Countryside elected
officials and administration. Your advice, suggestions, questions and opinions are appreciated
and will receive a response. If you need more space, please attach a separate sheet.

as a citizen/business owner of the City

of Countryside, it is my opinion that:

Date: Address:

Phone:

Mail to: “Speak Out” City of Countryside, 5550 East Avenue, Countryside, IL 60525 or e-mail to:
cityhall@countryside-il.org

Full Name, mailing address, or e-mail address are required for a response.
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City Employees Service
Recognition in 2014

Keith Thompson 35 years
Jim Essig 30 years
Tony Boyd 20 years
Ken Goluszka 20 years
Robert Sodt 15 years
Paul Klimek 10 years
April Bisignani 10 years
Kelly Kalker 10 years
Karen Melone 5 years

Scholarshlp Recipient

Lyons Township High
School graduate and
Countryside resident,
Y Karenna Lange
received the
Countryside Women’s
Club scholarship of
$500 and the Ada
Mucklestone
scholarship of $1,000 from the American Legion
Auxillary last year. Karenna was sponsored by
the Robert E. Coulter Post 1941 in LaGrange.

Presenting Karenna with the Countryside
Women’s Club scholarship is Secretary, Helen
Frey.

Congratulations!

Community Happenings

Leaf Raking for Countryside Seniors

Public Works New Vehicle

Pictured L-R: Steve Ourada, John Williams, Alderman
Michalczyk (also Chairman of the Infrastructure Committee),
Superintendent Jim Essig and Mark Bobysud.

The Department of Public Works recently purchased
a new 2014 International dump truck, equipped
with a plow and salt spreader.

@
25 Uiy
Saturday, April 4
10am at Countryside Park
Over 1,000 candy filled eggs
to be hidden in the park
Age groups: 0-2, 3-4, 5-6,
7-8 and 9-11

For more information, please
call 708-485-2595.

No parking on city streets
after 2” of snowfall.

Students and community members/organizations volunteered their services to help 30 houses clear their properties of
leaves. The Countryside Aging Well Team is featured in the picture on the left: Team Leader Alderman Von Drasek,
Elderly Service Officer April Bisignani, and Team Members Lou Crotty, Mary Sobecki, Judy Bashor and Shannon Rapp.
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Community Happenings
CBA Fall Crawl

The Countryside Business Association “CBA” ran its first pub crawl October 25, Café Salsa
2014. Nine bars participated in the event. Two trolleys ran continuously 'aﬁgg?segﬁrfs(;”r’se
between the establishments at no cost to the participants. Each establishment Kenny’s Irish Pub
had their own specials including live entertainment, drink specials, and raffle Ledo’s Pizza
prizes. Flagg Creek Golf Course created a spooky miniature golf challenge on Mark’s on 66

. . . . Rafferty’s Pub
their putting green. Funds raised from the sale of t-shirts went back to the CBA ¥R B Gitngd
for its needy family fund. A great time was had by all on a beautiful evening to  Ffit el A AN

crawl through Countryside.

CBA Thanksgiving Dinner

The CBA held its fourth Thanksgiving dinner for families in need. A traditional dinner of turkey,
potatoes, stuffing and pumpkin pie were served by CBA members, volunteers from the community and
Capri Banquet staff to 365 people. Each family received a $25 gift card for Tony's Fresh Market or
Jewel Osco, as well as a grocery bag filled with non-perishable food items donated by Tony's Fresh
Market. Thank you to all the sponsors and volunteers who made this event such a success.
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The Children’s Christmas party was a huge success. Over 200 children of all ages attended the
event at Capri Banquets. Santa and his elf were on hand to hear all the children’s wishes. Jeanie
B! provided entertainment including singing, dancing, a new rendition of the Twelve Days of
Christmas and even an indoor snowball fight. Two boys and two girls in each age category were
awarded a specially wrapped gift by Mayor Krzeminski. The grand prize winners, Ava Woosley
and Roger Cansino each received a $250 gift certificate for Ultimate Pro Bikes conveniently
located at 6558 Joliet Road. A festive and happy time was had by all.
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Mayor
Ed Krzeminski
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Sharon Sweeney

Treasurer
(Vacant)
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James Jasinski
Sean McDermott
Karen Michalczyk
Scott Musillami
Robert Pondelicek
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WEBSITES TO KNOW

City of Countryside
www.countryside-il.org

Cook County Clerk
www.cookcountyclerk.com

Pleasantview Fire Protection
www.plvw.org

West Suburban Chamber
www.westsuburbanchamber.org

Countryside Business Association
www.cbacountryside.com

Flagg Creek Golf Course
www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org
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